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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION — DOCUMENT RELEASE 
INVESTIGATION 

265. Mr M.H. TAYLOR to the Minister for Environment: 
Can the minister please provide an update the house on the background and current status of the investigation into 
the leaking of a Department of Environment and Conservation document? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
This investigation was initiated by the acting director general of the Department of Environment and Conservation 
on 7 March—during the caretaker period. It was independent of any ministerial involvement, as is proper for such 
investigations, and in accordance with the Public Sector Management Act. The investigation was launched to 
determine the source of the disclosure of confidential information and whether this disclosure constituted a breach 
of the Public Sector Management Act or, indeed, a breach of the Criminal Code. Further, I can advise the house 
that, under section 28 of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003, government agencies must notify the 
commission in writing of any matters suspected on reasonable grounds to concern misconduct. I am also advised 
that the acting director general met his obligations in this regard. This investigation was carried out by contract 
personnel under this government’s human resources general service common-user agreement.  
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This leads me to the claims by the Leader of the Opposition on the radio this morning that he had apparently never 
ever heard of such an agreement being in place while he was minister. I do have to question the truth of that 
statement, Leader of the Opposition. I am informed that during his term as environment minister in September 
2006 an investigation was launched using a contractor and that at the time his government’s human resources 
common-user agreement was used to investigate the suspected misconduct of an individual within his department. 
I am advised that that matter was resolved with the resignation of the individual in question. Either the Leader of 
the Opposition lied to the people of Western Australia this morning on radio or he had no idea of what was going 
on in his department when he was the minister. Incidentally, the Leader of the Opposition was the Minister for 
Education in 2007 as well. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Members might wonder what all the fuss is about the Public Sector Management Act. Why is 
it so important? 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. Can the minister just come to the 
conclusion, please? 
Mr A.P. JACOB: For the benefit of members opposite, who seem to be ignorant of the purpose of the Public 
Sector Management Act, this act was introduced in 1994 in response to the loss of public confidence in the 
government of Western Australia, brought upon at the time by the WA Inc saga. The act’s ultimate aim is 
accountability to provide a check and balance on people in the public service who have access to privileged 
information. This is to ensure that there can be faith in the processes and systems of government, and that is why 
the leaking of confidential information is a breach of the act. The member for Gosnells has publicly admitted that 
he received the information from a DEC officer and then passed it on to the media. He also suggested that 
apparently it is okay for public servants to leak information at any time they deem appropriate if they are not 
satisfied with the way that a process is run, and his own leader has said the government should apparently just deal 
with it. These statements, made by both the member for Gosnells and the Leader of the Opposition, show the level 
of public sector standards that would be place were there a Labor regime and the disdain for which they hold the 
integrity of the public service. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! Unless the minister has something further to add that is of great 
importance, can he wind it up. 
 




